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RELIGIOUS tensions elsewhere can
spread to Singapore, and faith leaders
here must be depended upon to cool tem-
peratures if that happened, said Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong yesterday.

They are seen as role models for their
community and therefore they should
lead by example. Their counsel and lead-
ership will have strong bearing on reli-
gious relations in Singapore, he said.

PM Lee made these remarks to nearly
3,000 religious leaders at the Taoist Fed-
eration’s 20th anniversary dinner last
night, held at the Singapore Expo.

Many were the leading lights of reli-
gious groups here, with about 200 guests
who were representatives from China,
Taiwan and Malaysia.

“From time to time, we will have
glitches,” said Mr Lee to the filled audito-
rium. Incidents may occur, and may
arise from problems elsewhere in the
world, he said.

“And if there are problems elsewhere,
it can affect us too.”

In many parts of the world, PM Lee
said, incidents of religious strife have
fractured societies and broken nations.

“At such times, we will depend on our

religious leaders to cool any tensions.
“I’m glad that the religious leaders

have taken a moderate stand on many is-
sues and helped to calm the ground.”

The Prime Minister did not give exam-
ples of such incidents, nor direct his com-
ments at any faith group.

But his reminder came at a fitting
time, nearing the end of a year marked
by sporadic episodes of interfaith issues,
amid rising religiosity in Singapore.

Earlier this year, two Christian pas-
tors were caught – on separate occasions
– mocking central tenets of the Taoist
faith. Their comments were videotaped
and posted on the Internet, and attracted
widespread criticism for being insensi-
tive. They quickly apologised and Tao-
ists leaders swiftly agreed to move on.

Mr Lee said last night that Taoists
have always approached issues of reli-
gion with civility and tolerance.

“This sets the very important, basic
tone (in maintaining harmony) in our
multi-religious society,” he said.

He added that Singapore’s religious di-
versity enriched society and “makes us
interesting”, but it also means everyone
must work hard to safeguard religious
harmony.

“Because it (harmony) is not the natu-
ral state of affairs.

“At the same time, we have to
acknowledge and be sensitive to our dif-
ferences between the different faiths. Be-
cause in fact their teachings are not en-
tirely the same.”

But they should also feel comfortable
with one another, enough to eat at the
same table, work in the same office, live
in the same estate and have their chil-
dren schooling and playing together,
with friends of various faiths.

“Because regardless of our differenc-
es, we must remember and emphasise
our common identity as Singaporeans,”
he said.

Taoist Federation chairman Tan Thi-
am Lye took this point a step further in
his opening address, when he said the
night belonged to everyone, regardless
of race or nationality.

“Tonight, we meet together as one.”
Sister Theresa Seow, secretary of the

Inter-Religious Organisation (IRO),
praised the federation for its work in pro-
moting the 2,500-year-old Chinese faith
to English-speaking Singaporeans.

Through visits to the Taoist Federa-
tion, the Catholic nun said, she was able
to understand better some of the Chi-
nese festivals.

As the nation’s faith leaders sat down
to dinner, they were serenaded with a
song performed by children from the Sin-
gapore Soka Association and MacPher-
son Sheng Hong Childcare Centre.

Then, the leaders themselves joined in
a sing-a-long onstage, led by Mr Tan,
the Taoist chief, and Mr Matthew Kang,
a deacon of New Creation Church.

Mr P. Sivaraman, the chairman of the
Sri Krishnan Temple, in Waterloo Street,
said that the get-together expressed “the
love we have for one another , for work-
ing with one another to build peaceful
lives”.

“To see everyone here, it is really very
encouraging.”

Mr Mohamed Ali Atan, head of Har-
mony Centre, run by the Islamic Reli-
gious Council of Singapore (Muis),
agreed. He said: “It’s a wonderful night
to renew ties and make new friends.”
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Over a two-year-period from 2004,
more than 900 Trojan e-mail messages
were sent to civil servants in several un-
named ministries, he noted; they typical-
ly contained information relevant to their
recipients’ jobs as a way of enticing them
to open the attachments.

But the attack against Apec delegates,
which included United States President
Barack Obama and Chinese President Hu
Jintao, does not appear to have led to any
visible fallout.

One thing was clear from the Journal’s
article: The cyberterrorists were no ama-
teurs and had details of Apec events that
were unknown to the general public.

They also took several countermeas-
ures to foil the authorities’ attempts to
track them down: They took care not to
leave traces of their activities and also
abandoned the computer servers used to
send the Trojans – servers which they
rented under false names.

Private sector security specialists said
they were not surprised that this had hap-
pened.

Mr Julian Ho of security firm ThinkSe-
cure said: “In politics, there’ll always be
some countries interested in what other
countries are doing, and some of them
will have no qualms launching attacks to
achieve these ends.”

The Journal article did not name any
suspects or say whether they had been
brought to justice, but another cybersecu-
rity specialist, Mr Aloysius Cheang, said
he believed they are still at large.

“The difficulty of finding them is ex-
tremely high,” he said.

Firstly, the authorities have to root out
their identities, which is itself no mean
feat, given their countermeasures.

And then, even if they are traced, it
may be tough bringing them to justice be-
cause cyberterrorists deliberately target
victims in countries without extradition
treaties to where they live, he said.

One thing everybody, including Sitsa,
agrees on is that more such attacks can be
expected.

Mr Cheang said: “It’s going to be as
common as spam e-mail and viruses.”
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